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The Rev. Tho. Dunbar, The Rev. William Sher- 
M. A. Wet | lock, M. A. 


Charles Owſley,, 125 Robert Barnard, Gent. 
Edward Ealin, Eſq; | Erajaman Allen, Gent. 
o 


S T. EW AR PDS 


John Arburthaot, M. D. Henry Bernard, Gent. 5 


For the late Feaſt of the So xs of the C ERG. 
My Lok b, and GENTLEMEN, 


s Joa had no other View in deſiring ine to 
7 0 3 . os | 
rad 7reach and publilh this Diſcourſe, nor I, 
in complying with your Requeſt, but 
l to promote the Intereſt of that ex- 
— = cclent Charity, of which we are Gover- 
urs : So I think my ſelf in Duty bound to congratu- 
late you upon the great Encoaragement it has met with at 
this Time, not only from the liberal Contributions it re- 
rexved in the Church and in the Hall, but cheifly from 
Her Majeſties Royal Bounty to the Corporation. Their 
EONS „„ Majeſties 


The Dedication. 
Majeſties Charity to all that are in Need, and their Pa 
rental Care of the Clergy of the eſtabliſÞ'd Church, ar- 


fo conſpicuous to all, even thoſe who are placed at (1; 
greateſt Diſtance from the Throne, that we might, wit). | 


out the Gift of Prophecy, humbly hope they would on- 


| Day caſt a Compaſſionate Eye upon our indigent Widoy; | 
and Orphans ; but for Her Gracious Majeſty to doit |; | 
early, and in ſo liberal a Manner, has exceeded our mos 


ſanguine Expectations. 


Now, as the Adminiſtration of this Service does, 


not only ſupply the Want of the Saints; but is 
abundant alſo by many Thankſgivings unto God; 


fo I am fully por waded you will joyn with me in returning 


unfeigned Thanks to Almighty God for raiſing up ſuch pow- 
erful Friends to this our neceſſitous Charge; and be- 
ſeech him to bleſs with the Grace of Perſeverance all ſuch 
as are Promoters and Encouragers of their Support, 


that they may be ſteadfaſt, unmoveable, and always } 


abounding in this Work of the Lord, which is the 
hearty Payer of my Lord and Gentlemen, 


Tour moſt Obedient, pes | 


Humble Servant, 


Mich, Hutchinſon 
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"M46 xiv. 6, 7. 
And Feſus ſaid, tet her alone, 


why Trouble you her ? She bath 
Wraught a $00d W ork on me. : 


For ye have the Poor with you 


always, and whenſoever ye will ye 


may do them good; but me ye have 


not always. 


e 0 W God i tn ſell ſufficient, 
NAGY and does not want the Aſſiſtance of 
109 any of his Creatures to add to the 
Pg Fullneſs of his Happineſs: And He 
{ 5 who made us all, can without our 
Help, ſupply the Wants of all that are im Need; 
Yet does he expect it from us as our Duty, that, 
upon all proper Oecaſions, we make Free- Will. 
Offering 
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Offering to him of our Subſtance ; and alſo be 


ready at all Times to relieve the Neceſſities of al 


ſuch as are the real Objects of our Compaſſion. 
And he who believes the Scripture to be the Word 
of God, or evencarefully conſults the Law of Nature 
written in his own Brealt, may as ſoon perſwade 
himſelf that he is under no Obligations to honour 
his Father, or to abſtain from Murder, as that he 
is not tied to Honour the Lord with his Subſlance, nor 
to relieve the crying Neceſſities of the Poor. For, 
doubtleſs, our Obligations to theſe are as fully and 
clearly revealed, both in the Old and Neu Teſta- 


ment, and by the Dictates of Nature, as they are 


to them. 8 | 
And tho), upon the Account of the various and 
different Circumſtances of Mankind, and by Rea- 
fon of the Nature of ſuch Actions, no express 
Rule, or Law, can be given whereby to aſcertain 
what Perſons are to give on every Pious and Char! 
table Occaſion; for being Free- Will- Offerings, they 
mult be left to the Reſult of our free Choice. 

Yet thus far,.I think, our Saviour has fully de- 


termined the Matter in the Approbation he gave of | 


the Poor Widows caſting in two Mites, which wes 
all her Living, into the Sacred Treaſury ; that the 
Obligations to Works of Piety and Charity are uni- 


verſal, that no Perſons, in how mean Circumſtances 


ſoeverare exempted from them; that ſuch preſſing 
Occaſions may happen, where we may be required 
to part, not only with our Superfluities but Neceſſa- 
ties, to alleviate the more crying Wants of aged 


the Sons of the CLERGY. 7 
and that the Greater and more Extenſive any of our 
Charities are, the more Acceptable they ſhall be in 
the Sight of God, and the greater ſhall our Reward 
be at the laſt Day. 
And Our Blefſed Lord, by approving the pious 
Act of Mary, in pouring the precious Oyntment on 

his Head, and reproving Judas for cenſuring what 
ſhe had done, under a Pretence, that it might have 
been ſold for much and given to the Poor, may further 
inform us, that all Perſons who are ſincerely Good, 
are univertally fo; that Acts of Charity, as they really 
don't interfere with, ſo they cannot diſcharge us 
from our Obligations to Acts of Piety ; thoſe we 
ought to do and not to leave the other undone: We may 
therefore A Arm, without Uncharitableneſs, that 
mat Man's Heart is not right in the Sight of God, who 
would ſet up one Chriſtian Duty in Bar to the Per- 
ſormance of any other; for it plainly appears from 
our Saviour's Declaration, who knew the Hearts of 
all Men, that it was Covetouſneſs, and not, as he 
pretended, a Care for the Poor, which prompted 
Judas to blame Mar) for what ſhe had done, and 
which was ſo far from being blame-worthy, that 
our Saviour does not only commend her for it, 
but further aſſures her that all ſucceeding Genera- 
tions of Chriſtians ſhould ſpeak of it for a Memo- 
rial of her. And Jeſus ſaid, let her alone, why 
trouble ye her? She hath wrought a good Work on ms : 
For ye have the Poor with you always, and whenſoever ye 
will ye may do them good; but me ye have not always ; 
Verily I ſay anto you, whereſoever this Goſpel ſhall be 
eee pireach d 
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 -preath'd throughout the whole World, this alſo that (þ: 
hath done ſhall be ſpoken of for a Memorial of her, 

From the Words, I will diſcourſe to you in thi. 
Method. 5 / 
_ Fir, Iwill ſhew, that to make Free-Will-Offer 
ings to God of our Subſtance is @ good Work, an 
a Duty incumbent on us, to which we are obli 
ged, both from the Law of Nature, the Expreſ 
Commands of God in Scripture, and the Examplc 
Of all good Men. Or ITE SO 
 __ Secondly, That Accs of Piety and Charity, whicl 
are both Free-Will- Offerings, do not interfere 
but they, who upon a right Principle conſcien 
tiouſly Perform the one, mult Encourage and 
Promote the other. 0%. 5 
Thirdly, I ſhall, by way of Concluſion, Recom- 
mend to your Practice the good Work we are this 
Day met to encourage, as that which is both 


Peious and Charitable. 


Firſt, Tam to ſnew, G. 

Now that this is a Branch of the Law of Na- 
ture ſeems Evident from hence; becauſe it has 
been the univerſal Practice of all Ages and Nations, 


as well Barbarous, as Civilized: For, as there never | 
was any Nation which did not acknowledge a Dci- 


ty; ſo in all Places, where the Worſhip of God 
has obtained, it has been the conſtant Practice 
9 8 Free- Will- Offerings to the God they Wor- 


How - -] 


the Sons of the CLERGY. 9 


How much this was practiſed by the Greeks 
and Romans, and by all civilized Parts of the 
Gentile World, all that are any ways verſed in 
their Hiſtories, or Antiquities, muſt know : They 
never went to War, nor undertook any great En- 
terprize without making Vows and Oblations to 
their Gods: And when ever they were Victorious, 
or obtained any remarkable Succeſs, they ſhew- 
ed their Gratitude by erecting Temples to their Ho- 
nour, and by dedicating a great Share of their 
Spoils to their Service. „ 
And this Practiſe may be traced, not only a- 
mongſt ſuch Polite People as the Greets and 
Romans, but even amongſt the moſt Barbarous 
and uncivilized Parts of the World: In moſt of 
the Nations which the Romans conquer'd, they 
found greater Riches in the Temples of their 
Gods, then in the Palaces of their Kings: Diadc- 
rus Siculus, ſpeaking of the Antient Gazls, tells 
us, that they had vaſt Quantities of conſecrated 
Gold in their Temples, which none of them, tho? 
extreamly Covetous, durſt Steal away, by Rea- 


their Gods: And the ſame Author, ſpeaking of 
Twilco, tells us, that after an Act of Sacrilege he 
was ſtruck with ſuch an Horror that he immedi- 
ately expired upon it. To the ſame Cauſe both 
Pol:byus and Joſephus aſcribe the Death of Antiochus, 
Surnamed Epiphanes ; the former charging his 
Death to a Defigathat he had formed of Pillaging the 

C Temple 


ſon of the great Reverence they bore towards 
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Temple of Diana; the other with more Truth, to 
his facrilegiouſly plundering the Temple of Al- 
mighty God at Feruſalem. Fiber 

But to come nearer to our own Times; when 


the Spaniards conquer'd the wealthy Kingdom 


of Mexico and Peru, they found, not only ſtately 
Temples erected to their Pagan Deities, but alſo 
immenſe Treaſures of conſecrated Gold and Silver 
within them. And at this Day, thoſe who vi- 
ſit the Eaſt-Indies can teſtiſie what vaſt Sums 
the poor Infidels in thoſe Parts expend in erecting 
both the Images and Temples of their Pagods. 
And all the Followers of the great Impoſtor Ma- 
met are as ſtrict Obſervers of this Branch of their 
Duty as any People whatever, ſparing no Cot to 
beautify and adorn, both the Inſides and Our- 
ſides allo of their Moſques; and in Works of Mercy 
and Charity, the Devout among(t them come up to, 


* 


if not exceed many Chriſtians. | 
Now, a Practice ſo univerſal as this, obtaining, 
not only. amongſt all wiſer Nations, but even 
throughout all the World, cannot be derived from 
any other Principle then the Law of Nature; it 
muſt be propagated to Mankind, either from a 
Tradition derived from our firſt Parents, or from 
the Light of Reaſon ſuggeſting it to all Mankind: 
For whatever is univerſal muſt be natural, not 
being founded upon compact, or the particular 
Humours of Men, but flowing from the Native 
Reſults of Reaſon; It muſt come from the Jay of 
Nature 
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Nature, or what amounts to the ſame, from the 
God of Nature, from a Command which God has 
written upon the Minds of all Men; for as Zeno- 
hon obſerves, that which is univerſally obſerved 
by all Nations mult be the Dictate of God himſelf. 
And that this really is ſo, will appear more fully 
by ſhewing further, that this is a Duty expreſly 
enjoy ned in Scriptures. 11 
That the Jews were required upon many Occa- 
ſons to make Free-Will- Offerings to God, as Ac- 
knowledgements, that all the Bleſſings they en- 
joyed, were the Effects of his Bcunty; and as 
Teſtimonies of their Gratitude for them, muſt be 
evident to all that will look into the Old Teſta- 
ment. In the Books of Moſes there are ſeveral In- 
ſtructions and Directions given concerning both 
the Grounds and Reæaſons of their Free- Will-Offer- 
ings, and the Manner of Offering them. In the 
Proverbs Of Solomon, and in ſeveral other Places, 
they are expreſly enjoyned : Both the Taberna- 
cles, as well as the Hrſt and Second Temple, were 
erected and furniſh'd, by Frec-Will- Offerings: 
And by them alſo, in a great Meaſure, the Prieſts 
and Levites were maintained; and *twas God's 
_ expreſs Command to the Iſraelites, that they never 
ſhould appear before him empty. pry 
In the New Teſtament we are required, t be 
Rich towards God, to lay up our Treaſures in Heaven, 
and to part, not with a Share only, but with all 
we have for God's Sake: Charge thoſe that are 23 
3 25 _ JAll!h:; 
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_ faith St. Paul to Timothy, that they be ready to Give 
and glad to Diſtribute. And elſe where, alluding 
to the Free- Will-Offerings under the Law; 
don't ye know, ſaith he, that they who miniſter abont | 
holy Things, live of the Sacrifice, and they who wait 
at the Altar, are Partakers of the Altar; even . 
hath the Lord alſo ordained, that they who preach the 
Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel. Tr ER 
And as the Law of Nature and the revealed 
Will of God in Scripture do inforce this Duty; ſo | 
further the Examples of all good Men in all Ages 
recommend it to our Practice. What was it that 
made Abel accepted of God before Cain his Brother, 
but the Goodneſs of his Offering? For Cain being 
remiſs in Religion was negligent and nigardly 
in his Offering. Abel, on the other Hand, firmly 
believing 1a the Providence of God, and thinking 
nothing too coſtly for his Service, offer'd to him 
the beſt and fatteſt of the Flock, and by that 
Means became the Favourite of Heaven. 
What was it that made Abraham the Friend of 
God, and the Father of the Faithful, but his Readine(s 
to offer up his only Son at God's Command ? g, 
my ſelf have I ſworn, ſaith God, for that thou haſt dons 
this, and haſt not withheld thy Son, thy only Som from 
me, that in Bleſſing I will Bleſs thee. Jacob, when he 
fled from Eſau his Brother, vowed to build a Houſe 
for God, and to dedicate to his Service the Tenth of | 
all that God ſhould bleſs him with. 


Or 
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Of all the commendable Qualities, which ren- 
der'd King David deſerving of the high Character 
given him in Scripture, of being a Man after God's 
own Heart, none ſeem to put in fairer for it, then 
the greatful Sence he always retain'd of the many 
Favours and Bleſſings he had received at God's 
Hand, and his Readineſs, on that Account, to make 
the moſt coſtly Offerings forthe Promotion of God's 
Glory, and the Advancement of his Worſhip and 
Service. FFöj)ÿ1 ee 

His Gratitude was too great to confine itſelf to 
bare verbal Acknowledgments : As he was fully 
farisfied that his Power and Greatneſs, his Wealth _ 
and Honours came from God, were his free and 
generous Gifts, the ſole Effects of God's Bounty to 
him; fo he could not content himſelf without gi- 
ving more ſubſtantial Proofs of the Sence he had 
of them, than meer Returns of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving. His Gratitude to God and Zeal for his Ho- | 
nour could not be contain'd within ſuch narrow 
Bounds, but flamed out to a much greater Height. 
When God therefore had given him Reſt from all 
his Enemies, and Leiſure to reflect upon the wonder- 
ful Things that he had done for him, as he was ſenſi- 
ble that his Riches and Honours came of God, and 


in that all Things which are in Heaven and Earth are 
ie his; and conſequently his Advancement to his 
ic erxalted Station in the World was not the Effect of 
0! his own Power and Policy, hisCunning and Contri- 


vance, but was wholly owing to the good Pleaſure 
ot that God, whopurteth down one and ſetteth up ance 
1 D Rds ther; 
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ther; and that how highly ſoever he was exalted 
in the Sight of Men, he was ſtill in Majeſty and 
Power infinitely beneath his Almighty Creator: 
For theſe Reaſons he judges it highly improper 
that he ſhould dwell in a Houſe of Cedar whilſt 
the Ark of God abode behind Curtains. _ 


 Hethereforereſolvesto build a Houſe for the Lord, 
which ſho ld be exceeding Magnificent, of Fame and of | 
Glory throughout all Countries. And tho' God did not 
ſuffer him to accompliſh his pious Deſign, but refer. 


ved it for the peaceful Reign of his Son Solow 


_ 
3 
_ 
i 2x 
: > 
4 


yet he highly approved of his good Deſign; telling 


him that he did well in that he had it in his Heart, 
and aſſures him, that in Recompence for that hi- 
pious Delign, he would make him a ſure Houle, I 


and eſtabliſh his Kingdom before him for ever. 


And that that Religious Prince was not influenc'd | 
by any vain-glorious Principle in all this, appears 
trom hence, becauſe, tho' he was hindered by the eu. 
preſs Command of God from erecting his Temple, 
yet that did not prevent him from dedicating }$ 
vaſt Treaſures for that Uſe himſelf, and prevailing 8 
with his People, by his Exhortations and Exam 
ple, to do the ſame, which he beheld with Joy, and 
return'd his unfeigned Thanks to God, for giving 
both to himſelf and them, not only Abilities, bur 
alſo willing Minds to do it. O Lord our God, fai 
he, all this Store that me have prepared, cometh of tv) | 
Hand, and is all thy own : As for me, in the Upright- | 
neſs of my Heart have. I offer d all theſe Things. Aus 
. Nil A 1 now 


| 
| 
{ 


Floor to erect an Altar upon, and alſo the Materials 


* * , 
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now have I - ſeen with Toy thy | People that are here pre- 


ſent to offer willingly anto thee. O Lord God of Abra- 


ham, Iſaac, and Iſrael, our Fathers, kzep this forever 


in the Imagination of the Thoughts of the Heart of thy 
People, and prepare their Heart unto thee, 


Nor did David's Piety and Goodneſs ever cool ; 


Occaſion that offer'd, to part with his Wealth and 


| Riches, and forward to lay them out whenever 
the Promotion of God's Glory, or his Worſhip, 
might ſeem to call for them ; as appears towards 


the Cloſe of his Reign, from his over-ruling the 
great Generoſity of Araunah, who, as a King, of- 


fer'd to give to King David both his Threſhing. 


— 


neceſſary for a Burnt.- Offering; but David's An- 
{wer to him was; nay, but I will ſurely bay it of thee at 
a Price, neither will 1 offer Burnt-Offerings unto the 
Lord of that which doth coſt ine nothing. 

The Time would fail me to ſpeak of Samucl and 
all the Prophets, who did not only Dedicate their 
Time and Subltance, but even themlelves to 
God's peculiar Service: I might further ſhew how 
all the Religious Kings of Judah, Aſa, Jehoaſh, 


in making Free- Will Offerings to God, and ready 
to do all Ads of Piety and Charity, 
⁊erubbabel, Ezra, and Neh:miah, did not only 
undertake to rebuild the fecoad Temple, contri- 
buting largely of their Subſtance toward the pi- 


OUS - 


but he continued always ready upon every proper 


and Joſiah, as well as King David, were forward 
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pious Work, and prevailing with all their Bre- 
thren that were able to do the ſame ; but further 
obtained mighty Contributions from Cyrus, Ax. 
taxerxes, Darius and Ptolomy, Heathen Princes, 


whom the meer Light of Nature could inſtruct, as 
we read in the Book of Ezra, that that was the mot 


effectual Method to avert the Wrath, and procure | 


the Favour of the God of Heaven to them and 
their Poſterity. 3 

If we deſcend to the Days of our Saviour, and 
look into the New Teſtament, there we find the 


Wiſemen of the Eaſt, making coſtly Oblations to | 


the New-born King of the Jews. 
The poor Widow commended by our Saviour 


for caſting in two Mites, which was all her Li- 


ving into the Treaſury, by which the Temple was 


repaired, and the Prieſts and Levites, and Poor of 


the Land, relieved and ſupported : Mary's Piety 


highly approved by our Lord for pouring the coſt- . 


ly Oyntment on his Body ; the young Man, who 


had kept all the Commandments of God from his | 


Youth, looſing Heaven becauſe he could not 
bring himſelf to fell all that he had for Chrilt's 
Sake and the Poor : And all the New Converts 


to Chriſtianity laying their whole Subſtance at ; 


the Apoſtles Feet for the Uſe of the Church and 
Poor; and Ananias and Saphira puniſh'd with im- 
mediate Death for detaining a Part of what they 
had devoted to God's Service. 8 thee; 
But the Example, which of all others, Shines 
with the brighteſt Luſtre, and Which is moſt 
EST a Capable, 
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capable, both of raiſing our Wonder, and excitin 
our Imitation, is that of our Bleſſed Lord himſelf, 
who came into the World to fullfilall Righteouſneſs, 
and to teach us by his Precepts and Example, as well 
as redeem us by his Death; he went about doing 
Good: His Life was ſpent in the higheſt Acts of 
Charity to Mankind, and in the moſt exalted 
Elevations of Piety to his Father. His Life con- 
ſumed itſelf in Zeal for God's Houſe, and expired 
in a Sacrifice to his Glory, and for the Salvation-of 
the Souls of all Men. „ 
And now what a generous Emulation ſhould 
theſe illuſtrious Examples I have mention'd kindle 
in our Breaſts? With what an holy Ambition 
ſhould they inſpire us not to come ſhort of the Pat- 
terns they have ſet us in Acts of Piety and Good- 
neſs? Certain it is that God has laid as great, it 
not greater Obligations on us, then ever he did on 
them, and conſequently expects as great, if not 
greater Returns. | 9 
Who 1s it but God alone that 1s the Author of 
our Beings, the Preſerver of our Lives, and the 
Fountain from whenceallour Bleſſings flow ? And 
therefore to him the utmoſt Veneration and Grati- 
tude are juſtly due. Are not all our Wealth and Ri- 
ches, our Eſtates and Poſſeſſions the Gifts of God, 
the Effects of his free and unconſtrain'd Generoſity 
to us? Doubtleſs they are; for Moſes expreſly tells 
us, that it is God who giveth thee Power to get Riches : 
And if ſo; then the moſt ſplendid Oblations we can 
make him of our Subſtance are infinitely * of 
5 What 
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what we owe him, only mean Compoſitions for 
the vaſt Sums we have received from his Bounty 
and Liberality ; and we may ſay, with the Apoſtle, 
who hath given to him and it ſhall be yecompenſed him 
again; for of him and through him and to him are all 


Things to whom be Glory for ever Amen. I proceed 1 


now 1a the 


Second Place to ſhew, that Afts of Picty and | 


Charity, both of which are Free- Will-Offerings, 


do not interfere ; but that they, who from a right 
Principle, perform the one mult encourage and pro- 


mote the other. 


The great Duties of our Religion, as they are | 


of eternal Obligation; and, like him who enjoyns 
them, the ſam? Teſterday, to Day ant for ever; fon 
their Practiſe, like the Heavenly Orbs in their 
Motions, they never claſly nor interfere; they 
therefore, who are ſincerely Charitable, mult beal!o 
wrward-to do all proper Acts of Piety. _ 
For Chriltian Charity conſiſts in an ardent Love 
of God, manifeſting itſelf in a Readineſs to part 
with any Thing that is the molt Valuable and 
Jear to us at God's Command ; and in a gene- 
rous Love of all Mankind for God's Sake; which 


Love, if genuine, will exert itſelf on all proper Oc- 


caſions, both in Works of Piety, ſuch as have a 
more immediate Relation to God's Honour and 
Service, and alſo in Acts of Compaſſion and Ten- 
derneſs to all Men, eſpecially to ſuch as are of the 

Houſhold of Faith ; 
05 From 
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From hence it appears, that as all our Acts of 
Piety and Charity, 1a order to render them ac- 
ceptable to God, mult flow from the Love of 
him and terminate in his Glory : So for that 
| Reaſon,. no Perfon of Atheittical Principles, who 
disbelieves a God and his Providence, tho? he may 
be generous, can in a Chriltian Senſe be charita- 


5 ble; but tho' he gave his Body to be burnt, and all 

his Goods to feed the Poor, yet would he have no Cha- 

. 77109. | 7 5 1 

; Oa the contrary, the pooreſt Perſon on Earth, 
if ſincerely influenced by the Love of God, and 

e their pure Minds burnt with eager Deſires to teſ- 

5 tifie in the beſt Manner, they could that holy 

n Plame may be very Charitable, as well as Pious; 

r 1 in this Caſe.it is that'St. Paul tells us, if there be 


firſt a willing Mind, it is accepted according to what a. 
Man hath, and not according to what he hath not. 

If therefore we haue much we muſt give much, if little 
we muſt be Dil igeut gladly to give of that little: And as 
we never muſt turn away cur Eyes from any poor Man, 
ſo neither muſt we ever negleft to encourage any 
pious Undertaking: Every Perſon who is lincere- 
ly Good, is univerſally Good: If we are truly pi- 
ous towards God, we ſhall be Charitable to our 

Brethren, And tho” Acts of Charity to the Poor, 
in their own Nature, carry but a Kind of Secunda- 
ry Goodneſs in them, when compared with ſuch 
Ads of Piety as that of Marys in my Text, which 

_ areconveightd directly, and as it were, into the 


en 
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very hand of God himſelf. Yet even theſe, ir 
ſome Caſes, ſuch as that of the Man who fell a- 
mong Thieves, are to give place to thoſe, being, 
on {uch Occaſions, Acts of Neceſlity as well as 
Mercy. Tongs: 
And yet even ſo ſeemingly meritorious an 
Action as that was, muſt receive its Worth from 
the Principle that actuates the Perſon that does it; 
for if therein we ſeck for Applauſe, and make 
the Praiſe of Men the End we aim at, it will looſe | 
all its Value 1n'the Sight of God. And therefore the | 
truly Religious Chriſtian ſets God always before 
him, makes him the A and Omega, the Beginning 
and End of all his Actions; 6 Source from 
whence they flow, and the immenſe Occaſion in 
which they are ſwallowed up; makes the Pleaſins | 
of God, and the Advancement of his Glory the | 
leading Principle of all his Actions. 
And tho? he is highly ſenſible, that poor indi-. 
gent Man cannot be profitable to his Mater, nor 
dy any the moſt ſplendid Oblations he can make 
him, add the leaſt to his Happineſs, which was 
compleat and could receive no Addition long be- 
fore the Creation of Man, even from all Eter- 
' nity ; yet does his Heart burn with eager Deſires 
to teſtifie by ſome outward Act, the warm and 
lively Senſe he has of God's great Bounty and 
Goodaeſs to Him: And as this can no ways be ſo 
effectually done, as by Acts of Piety and Cha- 
rity, ſo for that Reaſon every good Chriſtian 3 
| l 
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and will be ready to encourage ſuch a good Work as 
that is which I am now recommending ; it being, 
as I come now in the third Place to ſhew, ſuch a 
Work as is both Pious and Charitable. "© 

are not only proper Objects of our Charity, as 
| Indigent and Poor and Deſtitute of all Humane 


liarly Afflict ing in it. e 
For whilſt it pleaſed God to continue to them 
their Husbands and Fathers, by his Bleſſing upon 


joy'd a decent Support; living, tho? not in Afflu- 
ſo that they ſuffer under an unhappy Change of 


Poor are Strangers; who, from their Infancy ha- 
ving beea inured to Poverty, have Minds equal to 
their Fortunes, and Bodies ſtrong to labour; ſo 
that if they are Diligent and Induſtrious, and bleſ- 
ſed with Health, they are able to provide a com- 
fortable Subſiſtance tor themſelves and their Fami- 
e | bs ro 7 9 


mending to your Conpaſſion; they are, even by 
the Means of a liberal Education, render'd unca- 


own Support; #hey cannot dig, and to beg they are 
albamed, they ars helpleſs,, as well as poor, and their 


_ Thirdly. The Widows and Orphans of the Clergy 
Support; but their Poverty has ſomething pecu- 
their Learning, Labours and Induſtry, they en- 


ence and Plenty, yet with Credit and Comfort; 


Circumſtances, to which the Generality of the 


But the Caſe is quite different with Reſpect to 
thoſe poor Widows and Orphans I am now recom- 


pable of making any tolerable Proviſion for their 


1 8 8 Naom?s 
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Naomi's Lamentation and fay ; call me not Naomi, 


call me Mara, for the Almighty hath dealt very bitter 
with me, I went out full and the Lord hath brought me 


N 


Home empt); the Lord hath teſtified againſl mme, and 
the Almighty hath affliffed. 
And this Suggeſts to us another Reaſon why 


they are deſerving Objects of our Charity and Com- 
paſſion, viz. Becaule they are Perſons fallen into 
Decay and Want, not by any Default of their own, 


but merely by the Hand of God, taking to himſelf | 
their Husbands and Fathers, who, under God, 


were their whole Support and Stay; and who, even, 


with the greateſt Care and Frugality, never could 
be able to make any ſuitable Proviſion for their help- 
„ {on nt e eee 
For what by the Depredations of the Regular 
Clergy of the Church of Rowe upon the Secular, 


and by the Sacrilegious Avarice of too many in 


Power at the Time of the Reformation; the In- 


terior Clergy of this Kingdom are worſe provided 


for then the very Nethinims under the Law, who | 
were only Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of Water for 


the Houſe of the Lord ; nay, then even thoſe of or- 
dinary Mechanick Profeſſions amongſt ourſelves. 
Unleſs therefore they would engage in ſordid and 
mean Courſes, which would bring a Diſparage- 
ment upon their holy Profeſſion : Unleſs they 
were more verſed in the Methods of Application 


and Addreſs, then the Plainneſs and Simplicity | 


of their Manners will give them leave to be. Un. 


leſs they were leſs tenacious of thoſe Princt- 


ples 
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ples in which they have been educated, which 
they humbly conceive their folemn Declarations 
and Subſcriptions oblige them not to be ; Unleſs with, 
the Romiſh Clergy, they would preach up Indul- 
gences, and pray Souls out of Purgatory, which is a 
way to Heaven the Scripture have not directed: 
Or laſtly, unleſs, with the Solifidians, they would 
teach Men to be ſaved by Faith without good 
Works, and flatter the Living in order to be Gain- 
ers by them at their Deaths, which they think 
is making the narrow Gate to Heaven wider then 
their Lord hath made it: Unleſs, I ſay, they 
were verſed in ſome ſuch Methods as theſe, I 
cannot ſee, conſidering the Penuriouſenſs of their 
Circumſtances, how they can poſſibly be ſup- 
poſed to leave any tolerable Subſiſtance for their 
ſurviving Families. VVV 
Like good Men therefore, who have a firm 
Truſt in the Divine Providence, and who know 
that Man's Life conſiſteth not in the Abundance of the 
Things he poſſeſſes, bat that a Little that the Righteous 
bath, is better then great Riches of the Ungodly, they 
make the beſt Proviſion they can, in an honeſt 
Way, for their ſurviving Families, and for the 
reſt chearfully depend upon the Providence of 
God, and the Charity of good Chriſtians. _ 
And bleſſed be the All-powerſul Grace of God, 
which enables them to do this ; it will be found 
in the End, they have made the wiſeſt Choice 
both for themſelves and theirs ; for God is abun- 
© 8 dantly 


7 55 able to provide for all who firmly truſt in 
um. 


And whatever the prophane World may think tote 


contrary, his Fa vour is better then great Poſſeſſions 
nur hath any parted with Houſes, or Lands, or Wives and 
Children for Chriſt's Sake, that do not receive an Hun 
ared Fold in this Life; God, whoſe is the Earth and 

| the Fullneſs thereof, and who hath the Hearts of a 
Men in his Hand, and turneth them fo as may 


' beſt ſerve the wile Ends of his Providence, wi! 


aſſuredly raiſe up faithful Friends to ſuch Families; 


he himſelf will be a Father to ſuch Fatherleſs Chil- 


dren, and a Husband to ſuch Widows. 
The Widows and Fatherleſs are God's peculizr 
Care, and to relieve them is not only an Alms but 
an Oblation alſo ; an Offering as wall as a Charity, 
and an Act of Picty to God, as well as Compaſſion 
to the Poor ; for which Reaſon they are appointed 
by God to be Sharers with the Prieſts and Levites 


in the Teramoth, or Heave-Offerings, Deu. 26. 13. 


The Widows and Fatherleſs were appointed by 
God to be his Receivers, and therefore it cannot be 
leſs acceptable to him now under the Goſpel, then 
it was under the Law, to relieve-them ; we fhouls 
therefore do it heartily as unto the Lord, and not unto 
Men. | 


The Duty is of a moral Nature, and agreable 


to the Dictates of ſound and unbyaſſed Reaſon, 
and was approved by God, and practiſed by good 
Men long before the Giving of the ceremonial Law, 
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even from the Days of Adam ; and will continue 


to be ſo as long as the World endures : At leaſt as 
long as Men retain any Zeal for God's Glory, 
or any grateful Sence of his Bounty to them. | 


For ſuch worthy Notions of God will prompt 


Men to open wide their Hands for the Releif of 


Widows and Orphans, eſpecially thoſe of the 
Clergy ; whoſe Wants will demand a more then 


common Compaſſion from all religious and good 


Men, upon the Account of the holy and honour- 


able Station of their Fathers and Husbands, and 
the near Relation they bear to him, who hath 


ſaid, he that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me; and whoſo- 


ever ſhall give a Cup of cold Water to drink to any 


that belong to me, ſhall in no Caſe looſe his Reward. 


Under the Law, tho? there was a moſt liberal 
Maintenance aſſigned for the Tribe of Levi, far 
above the Proportion of the other Tribes ; yet 


God made beſides that a ſpecial Provilion, both 
for their Widows and Orphans : In the Primitive 
Church the Offerings made by the Faithful at the 


Celebration of the Lord's Supper, were more 


then abundantly ſufficient for the Support of all 
their Clergy, as well as their Widows and Father- 
leſs Children. 55 . 
And in all, or moſt of the reform'd Churches 
Abroad, there is a legal Proviſion made for this 
b % 
But now, tho' the Preferments of the Paro- 
chial Clergy of this Nation, are, generally ſpeak- 


ing, 
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ing, worſe; And, without Vanity it may be 
fpoken, their Parts, Learning and Picty Superior, 


yet is there no other viſible Relief provided for | 
their ſurviving poor Families, fave a little College, | 


or two, and the Charity I am now recommend. 


ing to your Practice; which therefore muſt appear a 


molt uſeful, pious and noble Deſign, highly de. 
ſerving all Encoũragement. 


And let us acknowledge with all Thankfulneſs, 1 


that by the Bleſſing of God upon the pious En- 


deavours of thoſe, who have had:the Promotion 


and Advancement of it at Heart, in the Compaſs 


of half a Century, it has made a wonderful Ad- | 


2727000000 


And now to the End that the Piety and Genero- 1 


fity of our kind Benefactors, may be had in cver. 


_ laſting Remembrance, and obtain the Reward | 


promiſed to the good Work in my Text, be ſpoteno; 
for @ Memorial of them; *tis our Duty at this Time, 
and upon this Occaſion gratefully to Commemo- 
rate the principal Promoters of it. 
And as this Charity has the Honour to owe its 
Birth and Progreſs to Royal Bounty; ſo we are 
in the firſt Place to obſerve that hat mercitul 


Prince, King Charles the Second, obſerving with Ml 


a compaſſionate Concern the deſolate Conditi- 
on of ſeveral of the Widows and Orphans of 
the loyal Clergy of the Church of Erglara ; 
who for the Sake of one of the beſt of Kings, 
and in the moſt upright Cauſe, had loſt, not ay 

their 
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their Fortunes, but alſo their Liberties and Lives, 


was graciouſly pleaſed to grant a Charter for their 
As therefore this moſt uſeful Charicy is founded 
by Royal Clemency upon ſo firm a Baſis as Reli- 


gion and Loyalty, we may hope it is fd like Mount 


Sion, and ſhall never be removed, at leaſt as long as 


there is any Occaſion for it, which we have Reaſon 
to apprehend, may be as long as this Church and 


Nation ſhall endure. 


The Royal Bounty of our late Pious and Religt- 
ous Queen Anne, tho? it flows not altogether in the 
fame Channel, yet ſince it promotes the ſame End, 
viz, The Support and Relief of rhe Indigent Clergy 

of this Kingdom, and their Families, and that too 

in ſo liberal a Manner as is not to be equal'd by 
any of her Royal Anceſters, ought on this Occaſion to 
be commemorated from Generation to Generation. 


The Tribute of our Gratitude is alſo juſtly due 


to the Memory of our late Gracious Sovereign, 


who was pleaſed to encourage this Charity, both 


by his Royal Bounty and Authority, giving libe- 
rally to it himſelf, and making Way, by the Enlarge- 
ment of our Charter forthe Munikcence of others. 

 And'no ſooner was the Way open, but we had a li- 
beral Benefaction from that * great and gcod Man, 
who watches all Opportunities of being ſerviceable 


to his Fellow -Chriſtians, who is better known to 
e „ 1 k the 
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the World, by his Munificence and Charity, then 

by his high Birth and Station, who ig merciful as hi; 
Heavenly Father is Merciful, and, like his bleſſed 

| Redeemer, goes about doing good, and who, in the 
Series of a long Lite, which God has bleſſed him 
with for the general Benefit of Mankind, like that 
good Emperor Titus Veſpatian, thinks every Day 
loſt in which he has not done ſome ſignal Benefit 
20 HE FEI LIeatures. ..- - - B 
v muſtnotomit mentioning two more, who being 
by their ſacred Profeſſion allied to this our indi- 
gent Charge, adopted them for their own Children, 
and gave them ſuch noble Benefactions and Lega- 
cies as, we truſt, will derive a Bleſſing upon the Fa- 
mily of the one, and perpetuate the Memory of the 
other, inſteadof Sons and of Daughters. I 
Thus by the Dew of the Divine Bleſſing upon 
theſe and other Pious Benefactions, which I have 
not now. Time diſtinctly to mention, our Brook | 

is become a Rivulet, yet far ſhort of ſuch a one 
as is ſufficient to water and refreſh all the waſte | 
and deſolate Places of God's Inheritance ; for | 
even this Year the Current was ſtopt and could } 
not flow out to thoſe who applyed to be re- 
ftreſh't by it. Let us therfore beſeech Almighty God | 
that, in his good Time, he would multiply theſe 
Waters in ſuch a Manner, as he did that in the | 
poor Widows Cruſe, that they may be as ſuffi- | 
Cient to ſupply the Wants of the Widows and 
7% jog owe WE ho ere LSE Jo 
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Sons of the Prophets, as that was to ſuſtain the 


a wy Prophet, and the Widow of Surepta and her 
* And would Chriſtians be brought once, ſeri” 
75 ouſly to weigh and conſider the Great and Valua- 


ble Bleſſings which are convey'd to them by the 


2 Miniſters of the- Goſpel, they would want no 

fe other Argument to {tir them up to this molt uſeful 
| Ny CeMRy. TEES 

For 'tis by their Miniſtry that they firſt give 

up their Names to Chriſtians, and are incorpo- 


rated into the Body of his Church: It is by their 
Miniſtry that they are confirmed in Grace, and 
eſtabliſn'd in that holy Religion into which tliey 


the were. baptized ; it is by their Miniftry that their 
Prayers are offer'd to God in his holy Temple with 
on a folemn Fervour and Decency ; it is by their 
Auſt Miniftry that their Souls are fed with Heavenly 
501 Food from the Lord's Table, and refreſh'd with that 
one Bleſſed Sacrament; the People are comforted by 
\te their Sermons, reproved by their Diſcipline, and 
for reconciled to God by their Prayers, 
uld In all this indeed the Clergy own with all Hu- 


re. mility that they are no efficient Cauſes, but only 


10d Inſtruments and Servants of the Will of God; 
ele. but, tho? Paul Plant and Apollo Water, yet it is God 
the alone that giveth the Increaſe. But yet it is by God's 
fi ſpecial Appointment, that they are Inſtruments of 
and divine Grace and Order, Stewards and Diſpenſers 
ons ol his Myſteries, and Guides to lead, help and aſ- 
— WW lit the People in all their ſpiritual Neceſſities. 
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And when they can be no longer Serviceable 


to their Souls, they extend their Charity and good ſe 
Offices to their Bodies, by attending them to their A 
Graves and affording them a ſolemn and decent 
Funeral; ſo that the Words of Naomi; to Boz hi 
are very applicable to them: Bleſſed are ye of the | * 
Lord, who have not left off your Rindneſs to the Living to 
2B and to the Dead. VVV L 
And now does not even Gratitude demand it, mn 

1 as a juſt Trubute due from the People to their 
| Paſtors, that they pay them a decent Regard WM cc 
when Living, and willingly contribute to the W 
l Relief of the indigent Families when they are fe 
i Dead. And as thoſe Benefits the People reap te 
tron their Miniſters are of univerſal extent, Q 
reaching to all Orders and Degrees of Chriſtians, pe 
to the Higheſt, as well as to the Loweſt. ; and as 0 
 *K:ngs have vouchſafed to be nurſing Fathers, and a E 
Queen a nurſinz Mother to this Charity; we may a 

humbly hope from their Majeſties known Good- 


nels, who want no Solicitations to promote any 
_ charitable Deſign ; but are as deſirous to find out 
tit Objects of their Compaſſion as the Indigent are 

to find Relief; that when the Rumour of War 
is oace ceaſed, and the publick Wellfare eſta- 
bliſh'd upon ſuch firm Foundations of Peace and 
Righteoutneſs, that we have nothing to fear from 
any Foreign Adverfaries, they will then caſt a | 
compaſſionate Eye upon this uſeful and pious | 

Work. . = . 3 
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And we have the more Reaſon to flatter our- 


ſelves with the Hopes of this, from his Majeſty's 


Affection to our excellent Church, and to thoſe 


who wait at her Altars, maniteſted not only in 


his gracious Declaration, but alſo by his Paternal 
Care of it, {hewn in his advancing ſuck Perſons 


to the higheſt Stations in the Church, as have 


Learning, Integrity and Courage to preſerve 
| thoſe ſacred Rights committed to their Truſt. 


And to the End that his Affection may never 
cool, let it be our great Care to behave ourſelves 


with all Loyalty and Dutifulneſs, and put upour 
fervent Prayers to Almighty God, beſeeching him 


to bleſs His Sacred Majeſty, our Moſt Gracious 
Queen, and the whole Royal Family with all Tem- 
poral and Spiritual Bleſſings; and with ſuch wiſe 


and faithful Counſellers as ſhall have always at 


Heart, the Advancement of God's true Religion, 
and the Safety and Preſervation of our moſt excel. 


lent Conſtitution both in Church and State. | 


— * 
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